October Newsletter

Kearney Middle School
6160 Kearney Street, Commerce City, CO 80022
Telephone Number: 303-287-0261
kearney.adams14.org
Kearney Middle School, in partnership with its parents, seeks to
instill in its students high standards for academic scholarship,
integrity, leadership, and responsible citizenship through a focus on
academic rigor, relevance, and relationships.

What’s Happening
6 th Grade: A lot is happening in 6th grade. Below is a summary of each
content class. Don’t forget to join us for conferences at the end of the month so
we can show you your student’s work and progress in each of these topics. In
Science, we will begin our research on specific endangered species as we
study what makes a balanced ecosystem. We will be researching the needs of
our animals and how they are met naturally, as well as what humans are
currently doing to support conservation efforts for animals when it doesn’t!
Students will create a power point presentation after research and will present
their information to the class. We hope to raise money and donate the funds to
the World Wildlife Federation and symbolically adopt an endangered species
based on the effectiveness of student persuasive and informative presentations!
Should be a blast! In Social Studies class have been learning about the history
and geography of Commerce City. We constructed a Commerce City class
timeline, and now we have moved on to latitude, longitude, and thematic maps.
In October, students will build on their map skills and refine the tools of
historical analysis to investigate America’s ancient peoples and their
civilizations. Language Arts is excited to dive more deeply into writing. After
completing our first novel, Esperanza Rising or Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry
(Honors), students will write personal narratives, or memoirs, about an
important memory or event in their lives. Then, we will tackle debate and
persuasive writing, where students will read about a variety of contemporary
issues, take a position, and convince their reader to take their side as well. In
Math, we will be focusing around work with fractions and unit rates. We will
continue to review adding, subtracting and multiplying fractions. Then, we will
begin dividing fractions. Next, we will introduce working with unit rates in order
to help students with real world skills like gas prices, discounts and traveling.

Upcoming Events
October 7
Early Release1:15 p.m.
October 8
Skate City 6-8 p.m.
October 16
Movie Night-6th grade only (Hotel
Transylvania)
October 19
PAC Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
October 24
Make a Difference Day
October 26-28
Parent/Teacher Conferences
3:30-7:30 p.m.
October 28
No School for Students
October 29-30
No School

Assessments in October
CoGat Testing will be given to 6th
grade students the week of
October 5-9. This assessment
helps us identify students who are
gifted and talented.
District Interim Assessments will
be administered on Monday,
October 26th and Tuesday, October
27th.

(continue reading on next page)
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Please continue to support students by talking to them about the importance of
completing homework. Ms. Morton and Ms. Smogor sent home a "Math
Homework Helper" packet with all students to support them with their
homework. Ask them to see their copy!
th

7 Grade:: In Math, we just finished a lab where we tested the absorbency, wet
strength and cost of various paper towels. Be sure to ask your student, which
paper towel was the best. In Social Studies, we are finishing up our study on
ancient Egypt and answering the essential question, how does the Nile River
shape ancient Egypt’s society? Next week we will start our focus on ancient
India and the Indus River Valley. Language Arts classes are in their short
story unit. They have been reading and looking at the different elements in a
short story, Figurative language, for example. They are also talking about how
an author’s style of writing can affect the story. To wrap up the unit, they will
be writing an essay explaining the many elements of a short story.
th

If your student is absent for a whole day or a pa
day for doctor appointments, court hearing or le
appointments; please bring in the excuse for tha
on the day the child returns to school. If you hav
questions, please feel free to call Flor Minjarez,
Attendance Liaison, at (303)853-5575.

th

8 Grade: Science: Happy October from 8 grade! We are excited for all of
the wonderful activities we have planned. First off, a huge shout out and thank
th
you to all of our 8 grade parent volunteers who joined us for our fieldwork at
th
Denver Museum of Nature and Science on September 29 ! We can’t wait for
our next off campus learning adventure. Another big shout out to all of our
student athletes. October is the last month for football, soccer, and volleyball.
th
Football plays Adams City Middle School and Academy at home on October 6 .
Soccer’s last game is against Adams City Middle School at Adams City High
th
th
School on October 15 , and Volleyball plays at Academy on October 5 , but
th
finishes the season at home against Clear Creek on October 7 and against
th
Adams City Middle School at Adams City High School on October 9 . Come
th
support our teams, especially our 8 graders who are representing Kearney
Middle School on the field and court for the last time. Go Bobcats! We will be
th
nd
having our first 8 grade team building celebration on Friday, October 2 at
Kearney. Finally, we are super excited to announce that students will be
th
th
presenting their work October 26 - 28 for parent conference. Come find out
when humans will colonize Mars and see what other projects we have been
working hard on!
Bad Joke of the Month: What kind of music did the Pilgrims listen to? Plymouth
Rock!

Flu season is around the corner. This year’s Flu

vaccination is available free of charge for stude

enrolled at the clinic. If you don’t want a shot, a

about the nasal FLU Mist spray! Stop by room #
more information.

Do you need emergency food assistance?
Contact Edith Chavez, Family Liaison, 303-8
5576.

M O RE IM PO RTAN T N EW S
We are continuing our Reading Incentive
Program again this year to encourage our
students to read outside of school. In return
for reading nightly, students are offered the
opportunity to go to Mesa Verde National You can always find our newsletter online at
Park on a four day school trip in May of 2016.
kearney.adams14.org
The field trip is a unique chance to explore more of Colorado, get exposure to a
college campus and their facilities, see a different geographical region, and
finally, to see the ruins of Mesa Verde National Park. Students will stay three
nights in dormitories at Fort Lewis College in Durango, Colorado. All meals are
provided. Students are closely supervised by Kearney Middle School teachers.
(continue reading on next page)
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While over 67% of the total cost of the trip will be covered by grants and fund-raising, we will need to charge students
who go on the trip $100.00. This fee is needed because the increase in costs exceeds our ability to raise the needed
funds. We understand that this fee may higher than some families can afford, but we hope this will not deter anyone from
signing up for the reading program.
Please encourage your child to sign up for the program and to read at least 30 minutes each night. The reading should be
done while the television, music, and other electronic devices are off. This is a great way to help your child be
academically successful.

W ant to help raise m oney for our school?

th

The Physical Education (PE) department has started a school fundraiser on September 28. It will end October 14 . This
is the second time that PE teacher, Kristin Gilmore, has done the Brax Spirit Cup fundraiser. The first fundraiser allowed
her to purchase up-loadable pedometers for the PE program. The students use the pedometers every day in class to
promote physical activity. This year, the main goal is to purchase a class set of archery equipment. Ms. Gilmore has a
certification through the National Archery in the Schools Program (NASP). She wants to teach archery in all of the PE
classes and start an after school archery club. Another goal is to get disc golf equipment to play disc golf in the PE
classes and to start an after school disc golf club. The goal of PE is to promote lifetime activity and fitness. The
additional funds will go to the Parent Advisory Committee (PAC) so that they may support Kearney families and staff.
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